
Lesson 4

Abraham’s Family (2)
LIVING BY FAITH TO BE A BLESSING TO ALL NATIONS

Genesis 16-19
Key Verse:17:4

1. Look at chapter 16. What plan did Abram and Sarai make? (16:1–4a) How did this plan cause trouble in Abraham’s family? How did God help his family? What can you learn from Abraham’s repeated mistake?
Hagar and Ishmael
16 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian slave named Hagar; 2 so she said to Abram, “The LORD has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my slave; perhaps I can build a family through her.”
Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 4 He slept with Hagar, and she conceived.
When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. 5 Then Sarai said to Abram, “You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my slave in your arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the LORD judge between you and me.”
Sarah’s impatience and compromising brought a big trouble into Abraham’s family.  Satan tempted a woman to compromise in the garden (Ge 15:4)
Sarah wanted a child from her maidservant Hagar. She followed the custom of her day. She had to follow the way of the LORD.
6 “Your slave is in your hands,” Abram said. “Do with her whatever you think best.” Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her. 7 The angel of the LORD found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside the road to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, slave of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you going?” “I’m running away from my mistress Sarai,” she answered.
9 Then the angel of the LORD told her, “Go back to your mistress and submit to her.” 10 The angel added, “I will increase your descendants so much that they will be too numerous to count.” 11 The angel of the LORD also said to her: “You are now pregnant
    and you will give birth to a son.
You shall name him Ishmael,[a]
    for the LORD has heard of your misery.
12 He will be a wild donkey of a man;
    his hand will be against everyone
    and everyone’s hand against him,
and he will live in hostility
    toward[b] all his brothers.”
13 She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her: “You are the God who sees me,” for she said, “I have now seen[c] the One who sees me.” 14 That is why the well was called Beer Lahai Roi[d]; it is still there, between Kadesh and Bered. 15 So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son she had borne. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore him Ishmael.
God intervened into Abraham’s family and helped Abraham to listen to Sarah. God helped them to keep spiritual order in his family.
God does not need stand on our side, we need to stand on God’s side.

We must trust in God and believe his promise of blessing to the end.
God promised that Abraham would got a son from his own body---means from Sarah.
God showed so many stars to Abraham proving that his descendants would be as numerous as stars in the sky. 

We cannot avoid our mistake completely, but not from the consequence of the mistakes.
We are atoned from the condemnation of our sins, but not from the consequence of our sins.
We are weak, then make many same mistakes, but God intervenes and helps us. Thank God.!


2. Look at chapter 17. What was God’s greater plan for them? (17:4–8,15–16) How would God’s covenant of circumcision help them to deny themselves and accept God’s plan? (17:10–14; cf. Dt10:16; 30:6; Ro2:29) How did Abraham express his faith? (17:23) Why is this so important for house church ministry?

God wanted to establish a covenant with Abraham and his descendants.
God wanted to make Abraham a father of his covenant people.
Covenant is like a marriage vow---You belong to me, and I belong to you. They commit to each other. Ex 19:4-6: “I’ll be their God, and they will be my people”
Circumcision is the sign of God’s covenant with Abraham. God asked Abraham to circumcise himself and all his sons, and all his males in his household. Circumcision is removing unnecessary skins from a man’s private part. God wanted to remove unnecessary part from Abraham’s heart---compromise and unbelief... It is a painful procedure, but it is necessary 
16 Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer.

6 The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live.

29 No, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a person’s praise is not from other people, but from God.
The Covenant of Circumcision
17 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am God Almighty[e]; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 2 Then I will make my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.” 3 Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. 5 No longer will you be called Abram[f]; your name will be Abraham,[g] for I have made you a father of many nations. 6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. 8 The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God
9 Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and your descendants after you for the generations to come. 10 This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 11 You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with money from a foreigner—those who are not your offspring. 13 Whether born in your household or bought with your money, they must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.” 15 God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. 16 I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.” 17 Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, “Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?” 18 And Abraham said to God, “If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!”
Abraham obeyed and circumcised himself, Ishmael, and all his family members.
God established his covenant on the flesh. God helped Abraham to believe God’s promise, not to live by his own idea or plan.
19 Then God said, “Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac.[h] I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. 20 And as for Ishmael, I have heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him fruitful and will greatly increase his numbers. He will be the father of twelve rulers, and I will make him into a great nation. 21 But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you by this time next year.” 22 When he had finished speaking with Abraham, God went up from him.
23 On that very day Abraham took his son Ishmael and all those born in his household or bought with his money, every male in his household, and circumcised them, as God told him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised, 25 and his son Ishmael was thirteen; 26 Abraham and his son Ishmael were both circumcised on that very day. 27 And every male in Abraham’s household, including those born in his household or bought from a foreigner, was circumcised with him.
3.  Look at chapter 18. After circumcision, what change can we see in Abraham’s family in the way they welcomed strangers? (18:1–8) How and why did God share his plan with Abraham? (18:17–21; 2Ch20:7) In light of God’s judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah, why is it so important to teach “the way of the Lord” and pray for the lost? (18:19,23–33)

Circumcision was the turning point of the relationship between God and Abraham. It was also the turning point in Abraham’s family, too.
They were full of joy, thanks, trust in his family by keeping spiritual order.
Abraham was awakened spiritually because he recognized the visitors right away and served them as he did for the LORD. The word ‘hurried” appear three times, ‘ran, quick’ shows Abraham’s willing and joyful serving. He chose the choice and tender calf.  He served the LORD with his best. 
When we have a right relationship with God, we can take care of others well, too. When our family become in trouble, it is difficult to take care of others. So we must repent and retore a good relationship with God and a family.

God promised again with Sarah, who would give birth to a son. God was pleased with Abraham’s serving. God looks our heart, our attitude, rather than our superficial lips.
God also shared his plan of judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah. When we please God, we can share God’s secret.

Abraham’s intercessory prayer shows his spiritual maturity. Abraham pleaded for his nephew Lot, even though he was not a good sheep to Abraham. Abraham pleased justice from God. Abraham asked to save S and G for the sake of 10 righteous men, but there were no 10 righteous men.
The Three Visitors
18 The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 2 Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. 3 He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord,[i] do not pass your servant by. 4 Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree. 5 Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have come to your servant.” “Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.” 6 So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three seahs[j] of the finest flour and knead it and bake some bread.” 7 Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to prepare it. 8 He then brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared, and set these before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree. 
9 “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him. “There, in the tent,” he said. 10 Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.” Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 11 Abraham and Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?” 13 Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” 15 Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.” But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.”
Abraham Pleads for Sodom
16 When the men got up to leave, they looked down toward Sodom, and Abraham walked along with them to see them on their way. 17 Then the LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do? 18 Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed through him.[k] 19 For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and just, so that the LORD will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him.”
20 Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous 21 that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.” 22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the LORD.[l] 23 Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare[m] the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?”
26 The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake.” 27 Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, 28 what if the number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five people?” “If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.” 29 Once again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?” He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do it.” 30 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be found there?” He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 31 Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty can be found there?” He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.” 32 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten can be found there?” He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.” 33 When the LORD had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and Abraham returned home.
4. Look at chapter 19. How did God punish Sodom and Gomorrah? Why and how did Lot lose his influence in his family and in the city? (9,14,26,31-32) What is difference between Abraham’s family and Lot’s family?

God’s punishment was thorough and complete. Our God is just and righteous.

Lot lost his influence in his family because his sons-in-law thought that he was joking when he warned God’s imminent judgment. His wife didn’t listen to his warning and became a pillar of salt. His two daughters followed the custom of their culture and slept with Lot their father in order to succeed his family.  Lot lost his influence in his town because they treated him as a foreigner and despised his suggestion. As Jesus said, if salt loses its saltiness, it is only thrown away and trampled down by people.

When Abraham followed God and lived by faith, he became a blessing for others and for the whole world.
When Lot followed money and lived by his own desire, he became a burden. He lost everything, his families, possession, and fame.

We learn that the righteous must live by faith from the beginning to the end.

Abraham---godly—a good spiritual leader in his family
Lot----------worldly---a bad spiritual leader in his family
